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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 07/31/2006, 
1 1/14/2005, and 10/03/2003 was filed after the mailing date of the application on 
10/02/2003. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being considered 
by the examiner. 1 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nel (2001/0002468). 

As per claim 1 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system for processing and storing information relating to 
purchases made with one or more credit cards comprising: 

a portable storage device independent of the credit card used to make a 
credit card purchase, said storage device having a rewritable nonvolatile memory 
unit for storing credit card usage information (Page 4, [0096]: where the portable 
storage device is used to transfer information from one machine to another.); 
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a first data processing device for running a write process for generating 
card usage information for a payment made witli a credit card when a credit card 
is used to make a purchase, and writing the credit card usage Information to the 
portable storage device (Fig. 17: where the system (#100) shows an ATM (#112) 
capable of reading cards and processing information independently and in 
conjunction with the computer centers of various financial institutions (#122A - 
122D). The processor on the ATM machine is the first data processing device); 
and 

a second data processing device comprising a processor for running a 
read process to read card usage information for each credit card written to the 
portable storage device (Fig. 17: where the system (#100) shows an ATM (#112) 
capable of reading cards and processing information independently and in 
conjunction with the computer centers of various financial institutions (#122A~ 
122D). The processors on the computer centers of various financial institutions 
are the second data processing devices.). 

As per claim 2 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 1 further comprising means for 
enabling the portable storage device to communicate wirelessly with said first 
and/or second data processing portable storage device (Page 4, [0096]: where 
the portable storage device is used to transfer information from one machine to 
another. Since a smart card is a portable storage device that the disclosure in 
Nel is able to use, the user may use wireless smart cards to communicate 
wirelessly with the first and second data processing devices.). 

As per claim 3 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 2, wherein the card usage 
information includes a payment amount and credit card number for the credit 
card used to make a purchase; and wherein the processor of the second data 
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processing device executes a transaction management process based on the 
card usage information read by the read process for grouping and sorting 
payment amounts by credit card number and for executing a calculation process 
for calculating totals for the sorted payment amounts (Page 1 , [0009]: wherein a 
transaction is processed by automatically initiating payment by the purchaser for 
the amount equal to the value of the transaction. Fig. 14 (a) - 16 (a): where the 
customer account is verified. Page 5, [0105]: wherein the card is inserted at the 
ATM, in order to access user' s account information, the transaction system 
(#10) then asks the user to verify the PIN or the access code. Once the 
transaction is confirmed the transaction information is then transmitted to the 
vendor database where it is stored and used to update the system. This updating 
process involves sorting of the transaction information based on product 
criteria.). 

As per claim 4 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 3, wherein the card usage 
information further includes a payment deadline for the credit card used for 
purchases; 

and the second data processing device further comprises an input unit for 
specifying a billing month for the credit card, 

wherein the processor of the second data processing device includes 
means for calculating the total of payment amounts included within the payment 
deadline in the billing month specified using the input unit. 

(Page 5, [0106]: where if the purchaser does not have enough fund in his or her 
account, the purchaser is given an opportunity to utilize his or her credit card 
account(s) for making payments. Such credit card account(s) has payment 
deadline, and monthly billing processes. The billing process involves calculation 
of the total payment amount included within the billing month specified. 
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Page 5, [01 10]: where if the purchaser does not have enough fund in his or her 
account, the purchaser is given an opportunity to utilize credit facilities based on 
credit evaluation criteria. Such credit facilities have payment deadlines, and 
monthly billing processes. The billing process involves calculation of the total 
payment amount included within the billing month specified.). 

As per claim 5 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 2, wherein the card usage 
information includes a payment amount and credit card number for the credit 
card used to make a purchase; and 

the second data processing device further comprises a storage unit for 
storing an account number for a settlement account for the credit card used for 
purchases, and 

wherein the processor of the second data processing device executes a 
transaction management process based on the card usage information read by 
the read process for grouping and sorting payment amounts by the account 
number and executes a calculation process for calculating totals for the sorted 
payment amounts. 

(Page 1, [0009]: wherein a transaction is processed by automatically initiating 
payment by the purchaser for the amount equal to the value of the transaction. 
Page 5, [0105]: wherein the card is inserted at the ATM, in order to access 
user' s account information, the transaction system (#10) then asks the user to 
verify the PIN or the access code. Once the transaction is confirmed the 
transaction information is then transmitted to the vendor database where it is 
stored and used to update the system. This updating process involves sorting of 
the transaction information based on product criteria. Fig. 17: where the system 
(#100) shows an ATM (#112) capable of reading cards and processing 
information independently and In conjunction with the computer centers of 
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various financial institutions (#122A - 122D). The processors on the computer 
centers of various financial institutions are the second data processing devices. 
(Page 2, [0048]: These processors store transaction information that involves the 
financial institution for various customers. Page 5, [0105]: wherein the card is 
inserted at the ATM, in order to access user' s account information, the 
transaction system (#10) then asks the user to verify the PIN or the access code. 
Once the transaction is confirmed the transaction information is then transmitted 
to the vendor database where it is stored and used to update the system. This 
updating process involves sorting of the transaction information based on product 
criteria. The financial institutions need to perform calculations in order to process 
customer' s financial transactions and to be able to provide customers with 
periodic bank statements.) 

As per claim 6 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 5, wherein the card usage 
information includes a payment deadline for the credit card used for purchases; 
and 

the second data processing device further comprises an input unit for 
specifying a billing month for the credit card, 

the istorage unit of the second data processing device further storing 
balance data for the settlement account, and 

wherein the processor of the second data processing device includes 
means for calculating the total of payment amounts included within the payment 
deadline in the billing month specified using the input unit, comparing the total of 
payment amounts included within the payment deadline in the specified billing 
month with the account balance, and determining and reporting if the settlement 
amount due from the settlement account can be debited. 
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(Page 1, [0009]: wherein a transaction is processed by automatically initiating 
payment by the purchaser for the amount equal to the value of the transaction. 
Page 5, [0105]: wherein the card is inserted at the ATM, in order to access 
user' s account information, the transaction system (#10) then asks the user to 
verify the PIN or the access code. Once the transaction is confirmed the 
transaction information is then transmitted to the vendor database where it is 
stored and used to update the system. This updating process involves sorting of 
the transaction information based on product criteria. Fig. 17: where the system 
(#100) shows an ATM (#112) capable of reading cards and processing 
information independently and in conjunction with the computer centers of 
various financial institutions (#122A - 122D). The processors on the computer 
centers of various financial institutions are the second data processing devices. 
Page 2, [0048]: These processors store transaction information that involves the 
financial institution for various customers. The financial institutions need to 
perform calculations in order to process customer' s financial transactions and 
to be able to provide customers with periodic bank statements.). 

As per claim 7 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 1, wherein the portable storage 
device includes means for contactlessly reading and writing the card usage 
information from said first data processing device and said second data 
processing device respectively (Page 2, [0057]: whei^ein the data input means 
includes an optical reading device that performs transaction related functions.). 

As per claim 8 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 3, wherein the card usage 
information includes a product name for which payment was made or a store 
name to which payment was made, and 
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wherein the second data processing device includes means for printing or 
displaying the product name or store name and payment amount read from the 
portable storage device ( Fig. 6c: where the product chosen is confirmed. Fig. 16 
(a): where the user is requested to enter product and other relevant information 
in order to carry out the transaction successfully.). 

As per claim 9 : Nel shows: 

A data processing system according to claim 8, wherein the card usage 
information includes information relating to the payment method of the credit card 
used to make a purchase, and 

wherein the second data processing device includes means for printing or 
displaying the payment method and payment amount read from the portable 
storage device (Fig. 14 (a) - 16 (a): where the customer account is verified; any 
additional information pertaining to the transaction is also requested to be 
entered in order to ensure that the transaction can be carried out accurately, this 
includes specifying payment method (i.e. credit card, line of credit, etc.) and 
payment amount). 

As per claim 10 : Nel shows: 

A data processing method comprising the steps of: 

providing a portable storage device having a rewritable nonvolatile 
memory unit for storing card usage information for one or more credit cards used 
to make a purchase, with the portable storage device being independent of the 
credit cards (Page 4, [0096]: where the portable storage device is used to 
transfer information from one machine to another.); 

generating card usage information for a payment nriade with a credit card 
when a credit card is used to make a purchase (Page 1, [0028]: where a record 
is printed and maintained as proof of a transaction.); 
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writing the card usage information to the portable storage device (Page 4, 
[0096]: where the portable storage device is used to transfer information from 
one machine to another.); 

reading the card usage information for each credit card written to the 
portable storage device (Page 4, [0096]: where the portable storage device is 
used to transfer information from one machine to another.); and 

running a transaction management process based on the read card usage 
information (Page 4, [0096]: where the portable storage device is used to transfer 
information from one machine to another. A transaction requires the writing, 
reading, and running function to be successfully stored or transferred into a 
portable storage device, like a smart card.). 

As per claim 1 1 : Nel shows: 

A data processing method according to claim 10, wherein the card usage 
information includes a payment amount and credit card number for the credit 
card used to make a purchase; and 

the transaction management process executes a sorting process for 
grouping payment amounts by credit card number and a calculation process for 
calculating totals for the sorted payment amounts. 

(Page 1, [0009]: wherein a transaction is processed by automatically initiating 
payment by the purchaser for the amount equal to the value of the transaction. 
Fig. 14 (a) - 16 (a): where the customer account is verified. Page 5, [0105]: 
wherein the card is inserted at the ATM, in order to access user' s account 
information, the transaction system (#10) then asks the user to verify the PIN or 
the access code. Once the transaction is confirmed the transaction information is 
then transmitted to the vendor database where it is stored and used to update 
the system. This updating process involves sorting of the transaction information 
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based on product criteria. The use of a portable storage medium may be made 
for transfer of information from one entity to another.) 

As per claim12 : Nel shows: 

A data processing method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the card usage 
information further includes a payment deadline for the credit card used for 
purchases; and 

the transaction management process calculates the total of payment 
amounts included within the payment deadline in a billing month specified by an 
operator. 

(Page 5, [0106]: where if the purchaser does not have enough fund in his or her 
account, the purchaser is given an opportunity to utilize his or her credit card 
account(s) for making payments. Such credit card account(s) has payment 
deadline, and monthly billing processes. The billing process involves calculation 
of the total payment amount included within the billing month specified. 

Page 5, [01 10]: where if the purchaser does not have enough fund in his or her 
account, the purchaser is given an opportunity to utilize credit facilities based on 
credit evaluation criteria. Such credit facilities have payment deadlines, and 
monthly billing processes. The billing process involves calculation of the total 
payment amount included within the billing month specified.). 

As per claim 13 : Nel shows: 

A data processing method according to claim 10, wherein the card usage 
information includes a payment amount and credit card number for the credit 
card used to make a purchase, 

the account number of a settlement account for the credit card used to 
make a purchase is pre-stored, and 
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the transaction management process executes a sorting process for 
grouping payment amounts by account number, and a calculation process for 
calculating totals for the sorted payment amounts. 

(Page 1, [0009]: wherein a transaction is processed by automatically initiating 
payment by the purchaser for the amount equal to the value of the transaction. 
Fig. 14 (a) - 16 (a): where the customer account is verified. Page 5, [0105]: 
wherein the card is inserted at the ATM, in order to access user' s account 
information, the transaction system (#10) then asks the user to verify the PIN or 
the access code. Once the transaction is confirmed the transaction information is 
then transmitted to the vendor database where it is stored and used to update 
the system. This updating process involves sorting of the transaction information 
based on product criteria. 

Fig. 1: shows a transaction system (#10) where a transaction between a vendor 
and a purchaser is performed, where an ATM (#12) may be utilized to make 
payments. In this case, the use of ATM (#12) necessitates the pre-establishment 
and storage of an account.). 

As per claim 14 : Nel shows: 

A data processing method according to claim 13, wherein the card usage 
information further includes a payment deadline for the credit card used for 
purchases; and 

the transaction management process calculates the total of payment 
amounts included within the payment deadline in the billing month specified by 
the operator, 

receives the account balance of the settlement account for the credit card 
used for purchases, 
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compares the total of payment amounts included within the payment 
deadline in the specified billing month with the account balance, and 

determines and reports if the settlement amount due from the settlement 
account can be debited. 

(Page 5, [0106]: where if the purchaser does not have enough fund in his or her 
account, the purchaser is given an opportunity to utilize his or her credit card 
account(s) for making payments. Such credit card account(s) has payment 
deadline, and monthly billing processes. The billing process involves calculation 
of the total payment amount included within the billing month specified. 

Page 5, [01 1 0]: where if the purchaser does not have enough fund in his or her 
account, the purchaser is given an opportunity to utilize credit facilities based on 
credit evaluation criteria. Such credit facilities have payment deadlines, and 
monthly billing processes. The billing process involves calculation of the total 
payment amount included within the billing month specified. 

Fig. 6(b), [0106]: shows a check procedure to verify that an account from which 
funds are to be transferred has sufficient funds. In order to access the sufficiency 
of funds in an account, the system has to calculate the total payment to be made 
by the customer, the amount of funds in the account utilized for making the 
payment, and then compare the two to make sure that the account has enough 
funding to be able to make the payment.). 

As per claim 15 : Nel shows: 

A computer-readable recording medium for storing a computer program which 
implements a data processing method in a data processing device for reading 
and writing infomiation to a portable storage device having a rewritable 
nonvolatile memory unit for storing credit card usage information for one or more 

credit cards used to make a purchase with said computer program including a 
read program to implement a read process for 
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reading card usage information from the portable storage device 
representative or purcliases made by one or more credit cards; and 

including a transaction management program for implementing the 
running of a transaction management process based on card usage information 
read by the read process. 

(Page 4, [0096]: where the portable storage device is used to transfer information 
from one machine to another. Page 1 , [0028]: where a record is printed and 
maintained as proof of a transaction. A transaction requires the writing, reading, 
and running function to be successfully stored or transferred into a portable 
storage device, like a smart card.). 

As per claim 16 : Nel shows: 

A computer-readable recording medium according to claim 15 wherein the card 
usage information includes a payment amount and credit card number for the 
credit card used to make a purchase; and 

wherein the transaction management process runs a sorting process for 
grouping payment amounts by credit card number and a calculation process for 
calculating totals for the sorted payment amounts. 

(Page 4, [0096]: where the portable storage device is used to transfer information 
from one machine to another. Page 1 , [0028]: where a record is printed and 
maintained as proof of a transaction. A transaction requires the writing, reading, 
and running function to be successfully stored or transferred into a portable 
storage device, like a smart card. Page 1, [0009]: wherein a transaction is 
processed by automatically initiating payment by the purchaser for the amount 
equal to the value of the transaction. Fig. 14 (a) - 16 (a): where the customer 
account is verified. Page 5, [0105]: wherein the card is inserted at the ATM, in 
order to access user' s account information, the transaction system (#10) then 
asks the user to verify the PIN or the access code. Once the transaction is 
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confirmed the transaction information is tlien transmitted to the vendor database 
where it is stored and used to update the system. This updating process involves 
sorting of the transaction information based on product criteria. The use of a 
portable storage medium may be made for transfer of information from one entity 
to another.) 

As per claim 17 : Nel shows: 

A computer-readable recording medium according to claim 15 wherein the card 
usage information includes a payment amount and credit card number for the 
credit card used to make a purchase; and 

wherein the transaction management process runs a sorting process for 
grouping payment amounts by the account numbers of the settlement accounts 
for the credit cards used for purchases, and a calculation process for calculating 
totals for the sorted payment amounts. 

((Page 1, [0009]: wherein a transaction is processed by automatically initiating 
payment by the purchaser for the amount equal to the value of the transaction. 
Fig. 14 (a) - 16 (a): where the customer account is verified. Page 5, [0105]: 
wherein the card is inserted at the ATM, in order to access user' s account 
information, the transaction system (#10) then asks the user to verify the PIN or 
the access code. Once the transaction is confirmed the transaction information is 
then transmitted to the vendor database where it is stored and used to update 
the system. This updating process involves sorting of the transaction information 
based on product criteria. 

Fig. 1: shows a transaction system (#10) where a transaction between a vendor 
and a purchaser is performed, where an ATM (#12) may be utilized to make 
payments. In this case, the use of ATM (#12) necessitates the pre-establishment 
and storage of account information.). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tannenbaum (5521363) is a system and method for 
tracking memory card transactions. Schibi (6910023) is a method for conducting 
secure transactions containing confidential, financial, payment, credit, or other 
information over a network. Savar (4727243) is a financial transaction system. 
Bigari (5010485) is an apparatus, system, and method for creating credit 
vouchers usable at point of purchase stations. Rajasekaran et al. 
(2003/0042301) is enhancements to multi-party authentications and other 
protocols. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Nancy Mehta whose telephone number is 
571-270-3265. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 
am - 5:00 pm, alt. Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated infonnation system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nancy Mehta 




